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Now the catl {s coming inlo lts own
fu polite New York soclety.

The pet monkey saw ils debut in-
to popularity at the beginning of the
summer season in Mrs. Vernon Cas-
tle's muff, a complement “of her
summer furs, and socicty followed
guit with monkeys as part of their
equipment on the bathing beaches
But now (he monkey has been placed
back in its cage, as far as society is
concerned, and the cat has been
pulled forth from Its napping place
in the lun'-i;nrlor to be for a short

- timethe {dol of society fad.

Mrs. Anita Comfort Brooks, !cad-
er of the antl-Suffrage league (n
New York, Is the sponsor of the new
fad and In Introducing - It gave &
birthday dinner for hereat, H R H.,
Eing Edward VII. Of course a lot
of other cats and soclety women
were at the cat dinoer and {i was
prenounced a success—by both the
cats and thelr mistresses.

The dinner was given in (Cenlral
Park, New York, not refrainiog
from alding io the eccentricily of the
poclal leaders and was made more
attractive by the preseoce of Indlans
and Boy Scouts, who served lunch.

New York, of course, is used ta
anything. It suffered no shock
when Informed that it was to have
a cat dinner. New York had seen
felines frequenting its alleys and
siroets and saw no reason why these
eata should not have a dinner of
thelr own, other than that provided
by the occasional donated saucer
of milk or the trimmings of meat
thrown out the back door for the
canine wanderers.

BOMETHING
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Yet New York dldo't know this
was to be a big exclusive fare and
aflalr for cats of royalty and not for

the common felines that live and die
in the alleys of the great city. It
was however, such an aflair. So-
clety women in their most fashiona-
ble garb were present with their
fellne pets to see that they got the
best of food.

As a goclety editor might say, the
audlence stood aghast as the hig-
gest park {n the clty was glven over
to the entertalnment of the cats and
thelr mistresses. The decorations
of the cats were mo more elaborate
than those of their owners. The
cata were bedecked with gally col-
ored ribbons and costly coats and
even crowns, while the women who
attended them at the dinner ap-
peared In their best silks and taffe-
tas so that they were not off-gset in
any manner by thelr cat-guests.

The animals, of course, arrived in
machines, riding on downy cushions
in the brief ride and were carefully
carried to their places in the park.
The care was on the part of the al-
tendante of the wealthy, the attend-
ants learplog that even soclety cats
with all thelr supposed polish, are
not without claws.

50 amid claws and music fur-
nished behind palms by an orches-
ira, the cats were taken to thelr
places. The rabble of the street, the
people beyond the barrier of soclety
who envied the cats thelr elaborate
meals, saw the performance with
more or lesas wonderment, although
freaks are not unusual in New York
and a man starving on the streets
begging for food s but a dim picture

compared with such an elaborate
dinner,
THE CAT
DINNER.
The cats were geated at their

places and their bandsomely gowned
mistresses were geated beside them.
Even soclety cats show the éccen-
tricitles and evident marks of retire-
ment that the cat of the alley varle-
¥y displays. This was evidenced by
the refusal of the cats to slt erectly
at their places at table and secondly
by their inclination to drag their
food to (he grassy lawn and devour
it there.

It was a wise chef that prepared

fort Brooks Takes
Palm From Mrs.
Vernon Castle and
Places Feline Pet
Upon a Pedestal—
Toms and Tabbies (! /

Served Dinner In

Fashionable Park;

"IBRUDDER TOM"
TAKING IT EASY

that cat dinner He thought (hat
in place of consomme, usually ihe
preliminary course of his rich po-
trons, mllk would be more sultable
for his present unique guests.

So lced milk was served In sllver
bowls. Not enough milk, of course,
to make the feline guest sufficiently
well contented to leave the table and
g0 In search for a place in which
10 take an afternoon nap in the sun,
but just envupk mllk to make |l[|.:-
feline pet rvelish a further course

The next on the menn was bolfled
meat with all the trimmings that a
Freoch chef knows how to arraige
With their delicate appetites, inlired
to many fancy dishes, the cats ate
but sparingly of the meat. perbaps
because they were 0 accustomed to
such a blll-of-fare and again per-
baps because they feared a dle: of
meat might bring on the gout, a dis-
ease that is considered terribly pain-
ful aod inconvenient among humane
and vet more particularly among
cats, who have been taught from the
beginning of time that the best way
o escape a dog foe is by fleelness of
foot. Of course, society cetls and thelr
their wealthy mistresses and their
guard of footmen, don’t have (o (lee
from dogs. Yet perhape thelr an-
cestors were of the variety of cat
that wae accustomed to heap its
back and spit and higs when o dog

approached. So even a socicty cat
gbould be prepared for such noces-
sary flight.

The next course was mashed po-
tatoes A mere sidle digh for the cat,
for thig dish is but Httle liked by
the present feline generation, save
when there is a serious lack of oth-
er [ood in the neighborhood. Pota-
toes mey serve as an attractive diet
to Lhe starved cat op a cold night
when nothing else is placed on the
back porch wnd there Is danger of
alarvation, but to the soclety cat at
a banquet In its honor it has but lt-
tle altraction.

FELINE
EPICURES.

A cat usually displays the wis-
dom that an eplcure does In select-
ing Its food, (provided that the ecat
knowa that one course will foliow
another). A cat will sec a plece of
liver eut into small strips and then
placed on the floor, but will cup-
Unue to beg until positively assured
that {ts owner intends to glve no
more, whereupon it will content
ltself with its allowance.

So the cats of soclety, animals
wearing blup ribbong won at prize
shows, sniffed at potatoes while they
awalted the more attractivo couraes,
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Finally came the piece de resist-
ance-inch-thick steak that only mil-
ilonaires buy and of which the poor
read of only in books. Of course, a

rich cat likes meat of tender variety

Just as the more plebian alley va-
riety purrsg contentedly when such
u delicacy as liver or kidney comes
thejir way. The rich cata  forgot
their dignity and dragged their food
Lo the Tawn and there devourel i
with many a snarl, showing that
they were gpothing but cats—ihat
manners are forgotten when sleak
I8 on the menu. The society leaders,
“who had lmagined that their cats
“would sit at the table and eat with
the same complocency and decorum
of humans, were a bit surprised, but
then inured themselves (o the nov-
elty (If poveity it were) of secing
high-bred cats eating like wild ani-

A PIRIZE WINNER

moals and seated themselves at the
tables and enjoyed thelr own meals
following tbose of the cals

1t was, of course, & novelily Lo have
real Indian boys apd with them Doy
Scouta serving the meals 10 he cats,
Boy Scouls are supposed to be lind
{o cats, although thelr book of rules
says nolhiog of thelr walting vpon
felines.

A LATE
FAD.

The floal coursas for the cals was
lee cream, and goclety cats can eat
or rather lap ice cream Just as i S0-—
slety man can calinly sip & highball

L= dinner, as is usual with such
affairs, ended by being pronounced
a success by the goclety women who
had planned {t. Bven the cals seem-
ed well gutisfled with their enter-
talopment and went buck by automo-

ANTICIFPATING A DINNER

bile (o their silken piliows at bome
with greal complaccacy

The cat fad is a new one in New
York, ope that hias not been glven

much alieution befure. Of course,
there have been dinners for dogs
and even wopkeys, butl the cat Las

h_(.un Tetoguized as a wore or |iss
dumesticated anlmal  hag coptenys
il with belug as tar 48 it cen guc
of the way, of occasionally demand-
g 1is meals with pollte meowy and
on rare occaslons Anding pleasure
In being petted, aftor signifying (ts

0 /0 MRS VERNON
CASTLE AND HER

PET MONKEY

«~1llingness to pe so entertalned by
brushing agalnst the dress of is
mistresa.

It remained to Mrs. Anits Comfort
Brooks to find in the cal the
mentl of soclety and AAneese az shawn
at her recent party. Some cafs, fhe
learned, will more readlly respond
to profers of meat than others. Cer-
tain ca's will eat anything that may
fortunately come their way, while
others prefér chicken or somethlog
more appelizing, wany of them, it is
said, even disdaining foods not or-
lzginated by French chefs, and all
Bhowing 5 liking o pate-de-foipeis.

S0 Mrs, Erooks lified her cat fron
the common variety. She learncd it
was pedigrond and that its ancestors
were of @ cartain line of feline no-
billiy That is, none of 118 ancis-
16rE uad been common alley cats, but
all were used w eating three vom-
rfortuble and regularly provided
meuls each day and spendipg the
rest of the time in  sun balbhs and
other forms of leisure. Whersupon
she eréecled a sort of a pedestal for
lier ecat by giving It a name after
King Hoeory VIIL and even rewarding
It with a crown of gold and goms,
Of conrss olhier gociety women were
not slow to follow ner and plaes (heir
anlmuls on a glmilar high sianding.
Now CIVAlry 18 vol 8low Among New
York pacronesses of fads aod ta a
short 1ime Ihe cat won {uine oved
dbove the monkey that atcompanied
Mrs. Vernon Castle on her vizit w
Atlantio City

Mrs. Vernon Castie and her mon-
key, of courac, caused quite a sur
in Atlantic Ciy. lmegzine (he lead-
ing daocivg urtist of he Uniied
States walking about with a llitle
wlilie-fadc0 wonkey icked io her
muff and chattéring excliedly as it
glared at the (hirongs. Thzo
agine other goclely women foilows
lng the provorbisl Iy 16 s of the won-
key by fcllowing Sra Cas Jo'a cxani-
ple aud appearicg whb hoir owne
hastily aoquired poets
The vat idea, fu he opinion of Ne'v
York, !s a great don Vg cver dand
of the moukey or o y of the al
pets Lhal society tu [ur has devetel

altention o, The cals are more lov-
able than monkeys and mwake mora
agreeshle pets, Yeu aside fron o
Numaolarian dea b new cace (8
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sitisfied (hat excessive canui uf New
York that continusally calls for new
agd unusual divorsions.

Ho the cal is the real pet of socle
1y for the time being




